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This was my first time 

as Team Manager, 

and substituting Brian 

Unwin who had taken 

a year out was a 

daunting task as     

expectations were 

high. 

I quickly learned at 
the TM meeting in 
Scotland that I   need-
ed help and recruited 
Team Captains      
Lisa Innes and Rob 
Longrigg.  
There was so much to 

do ï accommodation, 

event schedules, reg-

istration, new format 

of the gala celebra-

tion, team kitéand 

the venues were all 

spread out so 

transport had to be 

sorted as well. 
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Iôll be honest ï the 
preparation cost me 
a lot of blood, sweat 
and tears and I am 
sure I would have 
lost my sanity com-
pletely if it wasnôt for 
my friend and     
team mate Douglas 
Forbes. From lost 
team kit sponsors to 
incomplete medical 
formsé I sorted it 
all. In addition to 
training and compet-
ing in the World 
Transplant Games 
only a couple of 
weeks prior to the 
BTG. I had no idea 
what I had signed up 
for, but hey ï the 
team needed a man-
ager so here I was.

 Once we all arrived 

in North Lanarkshire 

and the opening cer-

emony and Team 

dinner was out of the 

way I could relax a 

bit and everything 

actually ran pretty 

smoothly. The team 

welcomed the new-

bies Prem, Kate, 

Andy, Mary, Andrew 

and Rob (my other 

half who got dragged 

along ï but absolute-

ly loved it!) with open 

arms and everything 

seemed to fall into 

place. 

(continued page 8) 
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Colin Kaye 
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Andrew Willis 

30 Year Pin 

Julian Barley 

Alan Preece  

Paul Taylor 

 

25 Year Pin 

Alex Moran 

Micheal Wills 

 

Anniversary Pins sent out & New members  
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New Members 

Tracey Lawrence 

 

Renewed  

Howard Waters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Donations received  

Many thanks for my 30 year pin 
and kind letter. 

Where have all those years 
gone 

I am well and due at Harefield 
for my check up. 

On 6th July I will be 82 years 
old. I keep activeðhaving just 
come in from the garden. I play 
badminton in a club but not as 
regularly now! 

I like to tell people that the 
transplant in 1987 was a      
relatively minor issue. 

Further serious medical events 
included gall stone (1995)    
followed by a leaking bile duct . 
I was told that it was good that 

Have been experimenting with 
a live specimen!! 

Prior to retirement I worked at 
Westminster and then St 
Thomas in Personnel / Medical 
Staffing (12 years)  

After an earlier life in the Steel 
Industry. After a science de-
gree in Cardiff. Scunthorpe and 
Redcar steel works.  Up 
Northðas they say! One of 
thousands made redundant. 

 

Best wishes  

Julian Barley 

Thank You for My 30 Year Pin -  Julian Barley  

I was in a good hospital. 

FPH. As survival rates were 

usually only 50% or less for 

that condition. I applied for 

and was granted early retire-

ment (60) 

I also had a blocked bile 

duct., signs were jaundice 

and itching all over. Endo-

scopic procedure. Fortunately 

the same surgeon at frimley 

Park Hospital sorted me out 

on both occasions.  

I could mention many other 

medical peculiarities in my 

life. 

The body snatchers used to 

acquire bodies from new 

graves for medical research. 

I think the medical profession  
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Thank you for My 30 Year Pin  -  Paul Taylor  

To the Committee, 

May I please say a big thank 

you for my 30 year pin. 

When I first joined the club via 

Ken and Doreen Pinfield I   

never dreamt I would survive 

30 years. 

I set myself some realistic 

goals  I.E to see Gareth start 

Infant, junior and senior 

school , to see him fulfil his 

dream about joining the army, 

get married to a lovely girl 

(Sam) and provide Karen and I 

with two wonderful grandchil-

dren, Spencer and Gracie. 

To see my team Derby   

County play in the premier 

league, which I did too briefly. 

I have seen lots of changes at 

Harefield over the years but 

the care and treatment we  

receive has not changed, itôs 

still first class. 

None of this would have been 

possible without the gift from 

my donor , Mark Dolby. I was 

one of the lucky ones to have 

met my donor and we shared 

many fun times together with 

our families. Unfortunately , 

Mark passed away a few 

years ago. 

And last of all as I have said 

on many occasions that many 

of us transplants wouldnôt be 

here if it wasnôt for our families 

and loved ones who take care 

of us away from the hospital 

environment .  

So I would like to say a big 

thank you to my wife (Karen) 

who has been my rock ,    

seeing through not only my 

heart transplant , but a kidney 

transplant , as well as bringing 

up Gareth and running the 

household for many years.  

Paul Taylor 

Thank You for my 20 Year Pin  -  Colin Kaye 

Dear Committee  

Thank you so much for the 

beautifully presented 20 year 

pin. Obviously I am delighted 

to receive it. I would like to 

thank again my donors family 

for making an extra 20 years 

possible and to express my  

heartfelt thanks to all at     

Harefield who have been   

monitored my progress and in 

particular to Rita and her team, 

most of whom seem to have 

been at the Transplant Clinic 

since I have been attending! 

 

They have been overwhelm-

ingly kind, tolerant and good 

humoured as well as highly 

professional. 

Thank You  

With very best wishes 

Colin 

Thank You for my 10 Year Pin  -  Lisa Muscutt  

Thank You for my 20 Year Pin  -  Alan Lees  

 Many thanks for the pin and 

the letter. 

20 amazing years thanks to my 

donor. 

 

 

Alan Lees  
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Hamsters reunion ð 27 th - 29 th  October 2017  

Come and join us at the Best 

Western Hotel Linton Lodge 

Oxford for our club reunion 

and AGM! We start celebra-

tions Friday night with fancy 

dress theme ñREDò , followed 

by the AGM on Saturday  

 morning. Get involved ï 

have your say about what 

you want from this club. What 

are we doing well but what 

could we do better? How can 

you help? We canôt wait to 

hear from you! 

Notice of the 2017 Annual General Meeting  

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  

The Annual General Meeting 

(AGM) of the Harefield     

Transplant Club (Hamsters) will 

be held at 10.00am 

on Saturday  28 October 2017,  

St Andrews Church, Linton 

Road, Oxford, OX2 6UH. 

No motions for discussion at 

the AGM have been submit-

ted. 

  

The AGM Agenda is emailed / 

enclosed with the September 

Newsletter. 

A word from the Chairé 

Dear club members, I hope 

you are all keeping well      

despite the wet summer we 

are currently dealing with.  

Due to the British Transplant 

Games which were hosted by 

North Lanarkshire a few 

weeks ago I have mainly been 

wearing my ñTeam Managersò 

hat lately so apologies if there 

is not much to report this time.  

When I became Chair of this 

wonderful club one of my    

aspirations was to build closer 

ties to Harefield Hospital. 

Considering we are all HH  

patients it is quite surprising 

how difficult this has been at 

times but with perseverance 

and a bit of charm we are  

getting there! I have been  

 Invited to attend the GOSH 

transition day ( a day where 

Great Ormond Street patients 

& their parents visit Harefield 

Hospital to get a feel for their 

future hospital and to make 

transition for the young people 

easier) to talk to them about 

the club, the Games, patient 

support, etc. This is a great 

step in the right direction and it 

is great to see our hospital 

supporting this club. Other 

than that myself and your 

committee are busy bees   

preparing for the reunion/AGM 

weekend 27-29 October in  

Oxford. There has been a few 

changes to the club in the past 

year that I have been Chair.  

Some have worked, others 

still need tweaking. May I 

invite you all to attend the 

AGM on the Saturday  - it is   

Incredibly important that you 

have your say, YOU should 

decide where the club is 

heading and what we can 

and should do to achieve 

this. Get involved, I look   

forward to seeing you there.  

Janka Penther  
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3D Printing  

Since our chairperson Janka 
visited the RBH to see the 3D 
printing being used, the imag-
ing department have decided 
to purchase their own printer 
to use in conjunction to    
commissioning prints. 

Once purchased there are  
ongoing costs to the consum-
ables used by the printer;   
similar to replacing printer  
cartridges except it is foil    
sachets of different materials. 

Apart from allowing surgeons 
to have an accurate represen-
tation of an organ, prints are 
also used in training.  The 
models also help with         
research which is hoped will 
lead to producing 3D pieces of 
equipment, such as stents ï a 
remarkable breakthrough.   

 

Right: 3D print of a single cell from 
a PET scan, used to detect a    
potential genetic defect 

 

 

 

Left to right:               
Tom Semple,  Fellow; 
Gill Raikes, CEO RB&H 
Charity; Dr Simon 
Padley, consultant; Dr 
Claire Hogg, consultant; 
Alan Lees, club secre-
tary 

 

 

Heart Hero Awards ñMick Foster  

On 21st July we were invited 

by the British Heart Foundation 

to their South West Supporter 

Day in Bristol. 

Mick was presented the        

Inspiration award, for involving 

& inspiring others in the fight 

for every heartbeat, from fund-

raising efforts through to taking 

part in physical, tough         

challenges. 

 

Mick would like to thank    

everyone that voted for him & 

most of all his donor whom he 

is forever grateful for         

everyday. 

 

 

 

Patsy Foster  
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European Heart and Lung Transplant Championships 

Lignano-Sabbiadoro at 
Sporting Village Ge-Tur 
 
(VENICE ï 60 Kms away) 
 

From 11 to 16 JUNE 
2018 
 
Accommodation and many 
sporting facilities on-site 

Accommodation and many 
supporting facilities on site 
 
Special bonus beach with free 
loungers and umbrellas 
throughout your stay - just a 5 
minutes stroll from any part of 
the village 
Transport provided from 
Marco Polo Airport, Venice  
direct to Ge-Tur 
 

Be part of the friendly games. 

Make new friends from across 

Europe 

For details  contact 
Alan leesð07807 306087 
Alan.lees@btinternet.com 
 
David walkerð07737 462731 
walkerdavid525@gmail.com 
 


